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To: IFCC Full and Affiliate Societies’ National Representatives  
 

Dear Colleagues, 
 
The IFCC Committee on Molecular Diagnostics (C-MD) has initialized the creation of 
networks of laboratories in the field of molecular diagnostics as so called “Molecular 
Diagnostic Centres” (MDCs). The C-MD is now inviting further applications from 
clinical laboratories performing molecular diagnostic tests that wish to be part of 
these networks. This IFCC network of MDCs will be led by a group of “Expert 
laboratories” and will also include “Network laboratories” that provide expertise in 
specific fields of molecular diagnostics. Thus, there are two levels of participation, 
where MDC Expert Laboratories will be engaged at a higher level (see below) and 
MDC Network Laboratories will comprise other laboratories interested in service 
provision in a given field of molecular diagnostics. 

 
Terms of reference of the MDCs are as follows: 
• To provide a point of contact for Molecular Diagnostic Laboratories in the analysis 

and/or interpretation of complex analytical/clinical scenarios. 
• To participate in international studies involving the evaluation of new 

methodological approaches. 
 

Briefly, MDC Expert Laboratories will have as an objective to act as a point of 
reference within a special area of interest within the IFCC MDC network. 
Laboratories may participate or show leadership in one or more of the following 
areas within a special area of interest (i.e. disease category): 
• Offer expert advice on the conduct and interpretation of molecular diagnostic 

tests. 
• Act as a point of reference for analysis of difficult samples. 
• Provide help in assay optimization. 
• Provision of control samples/characterized samples. 
• Expertise on genotype/phenotype correlations. 
• Participate in development of reference methods and evaluation of materials. 
• Participate in evaluation of new methodologies. 
 
Applications should be sent to the IFCC Office and must use the application form 
attached (containing more details on how to submit the application - 
http://www.ifcc.org/ifcc-scientific-division/sd-committees/c-
md/moleculardiagnosticcentresoftheifcc/ ). 
 
We are asking each National Society for their collaboration in order to distribute the 
call for applications to their members along with this cover letter. Deadline for 
application is February 1st, 2020. 
 
We thank you for your collaboration, 
 
 
 
Prof Philippe Gillery Prof. P. Ahmad-Nejad  
 
 
Chair, IFCC Scientific Division Chair, Committee on Molecular Diagnostics 
pgillery@chu-reims.fr  parviz.ahmad-nejad@helios-gesundheit.de 

From: Prof. Philippe Gillery – Chair, Scientific Division 
 Dr. Parviz Ahmad-Nejad – Chair Committee on Molecular Diagnostics (C-MD) 
 
Date: December 20th, 2019 
 

Ref:  Call for application – laboratory network in molecular diagnostics 

Scientific Division (SD) 
 

Chair 
Prof. Philippe GILLERY 
Laboratory of Biochemistry 
Pharmacology-Toxicology  
Medical Biology and Pathology Division 
Maison Blanche Hospital 
University Hospital of Reims 
51092 Reims Cedex - FRANCE 
E-mail: pgillery@chu-reims.fr 
 

Vice-Chair 
Prof. Christa M. COBBAERT 
Clinical Chemist 
Head of the Department of Clinical Chemistry 
Leiden University Medical Center 
2300 RC Leiden – THE NETHERLANDS 
E-mail: C.M.Cobbaert@lumc.nl 
 
 

Secretary 
Mr. Joseph PASSARELLI 
Scientific Relations 
Roche Diagnostics Corporation 
Research and Development 
Indianapolis, Indiana 46250-0457 - USA 
E-mail: joseph.passarelli@roche.com 
 
 

Members 
 
 

Dr. Barnali DAS  
Consultant, Biochemistry & Immunology Division, 
Kokilaben Dhirubhai Ambani Hospital &  
Medical Research Institute, 
Mumbai-400053 - INDIA 
E-mail: barnali.das@relianceada.com 
 
 

Dr. Konstantinos MAKRIS 
Clinical Biochemist 
Clinical Biochemistry Department 
KAT General Hospital 
Kifissia, Athens - GREECE 
E-mail: kostas.makris.km@gmail.com 
 
 

Prof. Mario PLEBANI 
Full Professor of Clinical Biochemistry and 
Clinical Molecular Biology 
Chief Department of Laboratory Medicine 
University Hospital – Padova 
Dean of the Medical School 
University of Padova – ITALY 
E-mail: mario.plebani@unipd.it 
 
 

Corporate Representative 
Mr. James F. PIERSON-PERRY 
Principal Key Expert 
Global Assay Development, Glasgow Site 
Siemens Healthcare Diagnostics - USA 
E-mail: James.f.pierson-perry@siemens-
healthineers.com 
 

European Commission –  
JRC Observer 
Dr. Heinz SCHIMMEL 
Project Officer 
Directorate General Joint Research Centre 
Reference Materials Unit 
2440 Geel – BELGIUM 
E-mail: heinz.schimmel@ec.europa.eu 
 

ICHCLR Observer 
Dr. Greg MILLER 
Professor of Pathology 
Co-Director of Clinical Chemistry 
Director of Pathology Information Systems 
Virginia Commonwealth University Health System 
Richmond, VA 23298-0286 - USA 
Email: greg.miller@vcuhealth.org 
 

JCTLM Consultant 
Prof. Ian S.YOUNG 
Professor of Medicine  
Queen’s University Belfast 
Email: I.Young@qub.ac.uk 
 

NIBSC Consultant 
Dr. Chris BURNS PhD 
Head, Biotherapeutics Division 
National Institute for Biological Standards and 
Control - A Centre of the MHRA 
Hertfordshire, EN6 3QG, UK 
E-mail: Chris.Burns@nibsc.org 
 
 

NIFDC Observer 
To be nominated 
 
 
 

NIST Consultant 
Dr. Karen W. PHINNEY 
Leader, Bioanalytical Science Group 
Biomolecular Measurement Division 
National Institute of Standards 
and Technology (NIST) 
Gaithersburg, MD 20899-8314 - USA 

E-mail: karen.phinney@nist.gov 
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